«Xaipe, 8U'ng veoupyeital n ktiowg!»

Aldeolpoloylwtarte,
Ayarnntol adeldol ev Xplotw,

Mplv yivel povayxn, n Ayla Kaoolavy pAoUoe pe Tov HEANOVTIKO autokpatopa. O
Autokpatopag nBeAe va tnv nelosl OTL oL yuvaikeg dev €xouv B€on otnv EkkAnoia
— MAAOTQ, OTL Ol YUVOIKEG elval kotwtepol Ttwv avdpwv. Tng A€eL o
AUTOKPATOPAG: «EK YUVOLKOG €ppun ta ¢avAa» (dnAadn amd tn yuvaika
ninyalouv ta Aoxnua, n apoptia - ywoti n Eva épepe To MPoOnMATOPLKO AUAPTHA).
H Ayla Kaoolavr, opwg, amavtnos: «AAA Kol St TG yuvokog mnyadet ta
Kpeittova, w BaolAel» (6nAadn, «aAAd, AuToKpATOPA HOU, QIO TNV yuvaika
Epxetal o loxupotepog, o Auvatotepog, o Meooiag, 0 ZwTNPag TOU KOGHOU.»)

Anoge, 5" MNapaokeur) Twv Nnotewv, AABape 6Aot va mpoosuxnBolue otov
KUplo kal ©€o6 pag, va Tov EUXapLOTI|COUE Yyl TNV NUEPA KAl VO LaG EUAOYAOEL
auTO to Bpadu. Enlong, AABAE OTO MVEUUOTIKO OTILTL O, YL VO TLLOOULE QUTH
v Afomowva kot Kupla, Mntépa kat MapBevog, tn BaoiAlooa tTwv AyyeAwv, TNV
@eotoko¢ kot AsumapBbevoc Mapia. Eival n yuvaika mou mavel to Sakpua tTng
EVag, aAAd kot ta dakpua 0Aou Tou KOopou. Elval n yuvaika mou ¢Epvel xapa
OTOV KOOMO HESW Tou Yo tng, Tov Inoou XpLoto.

Onwg etmape ™ mpwtn Napaockeun twv Nnotewwy, ol Xalpetiopol tng Mavaylag
«lwypadilouvy, Ba Aéyape, pla elkova ohoddavepn kot opopdn, adrvovtag UG
va doUpe mold eival auth n yuvaika mou sival n «Aaunada yepatn ¢we Pe TV
orota BAEMOUUE 01O oKOTASL». H €lKOVA TNG Elval UTIOSELYpOL — TTopASELypa — OXL
HOVO yla kaBe yuvaika, oAAd kot yla kaBe Xplotiavo kat kabe Xpiotiavr. H
EKkkKAnola tnv THA PE TOLKIAOUG UUVOUG, TIPOOEUXEG Kal LKEoLeg, OLOTL €lval o
avBpwrog mou 6€xOnke va eival Mntépa Tou OeoU, va YEVVNOEL TOV ZWTNPa, va
Tov HeyOAWOEL OTN YN QUTH, VO VIWOEL TOV 0TOUPLKO Tou Bavato. Htav n mpwtn
va Tov 8el peta tnv avaotacn Tou, va Xapel autr Tt xapd Twv ayyeAwv. Mia
anAl yuvaika pe poBo Oeol Kol TOAMEIVWON, TOU EYLVE KTLULWTEPA TWV
XepouBeip kot evbootépayv aOUYKPLTWE TwV Zepadeip.»

H Navayla pag eival kaBedpa tou emoupaviou Bac\éw¢ — o Opovog tou Osou —
Atav n yuvaika avtn tng Nalopet and duo evapetoug yoveig. Auto, BEBata, Kald
yla tnv MNavayia...tt €xeL va KAveL n {wr tne yLa Kog;



Abeldol pou ayamnntol, ELEIS LITOPOUHE va YIVOUHE AyLloL, VoL {JOOUME KO EUELS
v xapa t¢ MNavayiag. Itnv aykoAld tng, Baotnée «tov Baotalovra mavra».
Epelc — kaBe Kupuakr, ywopty kot Mponylacpévn — €XOUME TNV gukalpla va
dexBolpe otnv kapdld pog tov 6o Kuplo kat Autpwt péEow NG Osiag
Kowwviag. H @¢ila Euxaplotia eival ekel oxtL yla «dVo-tpeic dopég To XpoOvoy,
OAAQ VO TTNYQVOUUE VO KOWVWVOURE 000 CUXVA UmopoUpEe (Ue TNV eudoyla Tou
TIVELVHATIKOU pog). O Oegdc BEAel kowwvia pe pag mavrote! Opwg, va yivel
KATIOLOG «AyLlog» N «aylo» Oev €lval HOVO HUE TNV CUUPETOXN TOUu otn Aatpeia.
Elval va ayama tov O6 Kal Tov cuvavlpwnod tou He 0o Tou To «eivaly. Onwg
AéeL 0 Ay. lwavvng o OeoAOyoG, «OMmOoLoG AEEL OTL ayamad Tov Oed Kal HLOEL Tov
ouvavBpwmo tou eival Pevtnc.» MN'autod, n ayann tou Oeol KoL N ayarnn mpog
TOV ouvAvBpwTo TIPEMEL va lval oAodavepn onwg tng Navayiag. Tooa Bavpata
LE TIG LKEOLEG TNG €XEL KAvel n Mavayia pag. Kai epeig, tote, adeAdol pou, va
deléoupe TNV ayamn HOG HE TO VA CUYXWPOULE, va KAVOUUE gAenpoolvn, va
anodeifoupe kaBs wpa kal oty ot dev {ovpe A€oV epeig, ala (el 0 Oeo¢
HEOA LOG.

A¢ lnooupe tnv Leotaold ¢ MNavayiag Mntépag pag, pwia Mntépa mou BéAeL va
poG 6l kKAnpovopoug tng BaolAslag tou Oeovl. Ag {ri\OOUUE TOV MOVO TIOU £iXe
otnv otalpwaon tou Kupilou, aAAd Kal TNV Xopa mou EVIWOE otnv avaotaocr Tou,
LE TO va oupmpooeuxnBolpe otlg akoAouBieg tng MeydAng EBSoupadag. Ag
deléoupe TNV ayadmnn mou €8€L€e kal autr oTov cuvavBpwmod pag, avesaptNTwg Tl
glval ta motevw Kat n GuAnR tou — OAot eival avBpwrmot tou Oeou! H Mavaylia
Atav ano efpaikn olkoyevela — Kal givat n Mava oAwv twv OpBodotwv, OAwv
TWV avOpWIWV Tou KOGHOU. Movo £tol Ba paboupe OTL art’autiv «VEoupyEital n
KTiong» - 0 okomog tn¢ amoyPvig akoAoubiag, aAAd Kal Twv PpTwywv AOywV Lou
yla tnv Mntépa ©gotoko.

KAelvovtag, ag moUpe ano ta Badn twv kapdlwv pog va pag Bondbnoet n Navayla
poGg auty tn MeyaAn EBSopdda kat va kpavydacoupe, «Xaipge, NOpdn
AvOpdeute!»



“Rejoice, for you are a throne for the King!
Rejoice, for you hold the One who holds everything!”

Reverend Father,
Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Before she became a nun, St. Kassiani had a conversation with the future
emperor. The future emperor wanted to convince her that women did not have a
prominent place in the Church — that they were “lower in rank” than men, in
some way. The Emperor says to her, “by a woman, sin entered the world” (that
is, through Eve’s sin). St. Kassiani, though, answered him: “But also by a woman
the Mighty One, the Messiah, the Saviour of the world was born.”

Tonight, this 5t Friday of Great Lent, we all came to worship our Lord. Also, we
came to our spiritual home to honour this great Lady, Mother and Virgin, the
Queen of the Angels, the Mother of God and Ever-Virgin Mary. She is the woman
who ceases Eve’s tears, together with the tears of every person on earth. She is
the woman who brings joy to the world through her Son, Jesus Christ.

As we had said the first Friday of Lent, the “Salutations” of the Theotokos ‘paint a
beautiful picture’ so that we can see who this woman is that the hymnographer
describes as “a Light-bearing lantern who shines upon those who were in
darkness.” Her personality is an example for every woman, but also for every
single Christian, every person. The church honours her with many hymns and
prayers, because she is the person who accepted to be the Mother of God, to give
birth in the flesh to the Saviour, to raise Him on this earth, to live His crucifixion
and death as no one else would. She would be the first to see Him after the
Resurrection, to rejoice in the joy of the angels. A simple woman with the fear of
God and humility...would later become “higher in honour than the Cherubim and
beyond compare more glorious than the Seraphim."

The Panagia is the Throne of the Heavenly King. Yet, what does this mean for us?
Brothers and sisters: we too can become holy, living the same joy that she lives.
In her embrace, she held “He that holds all things.” Every Sunday, feastday and
Presanctified, we have the chance to receive in our hearts the same Lord and
Saviour through Holy Communion. The Holy Eucharist is not for “once, twice or
three times a year”, but we should go as often as possible (as the early Christians



did). God wants us to be in communion with Him always! Yet, we should
remember that people do not become holy simply by ‘taking part in worship’
alone. Becoming ‘holy by grace’ is to love God and your neighbour with all your
being. St. John the Theologian says so correctly: “whoever says they love God but
hate their brother and sister is a liar.” This is why love to God and love to your
neighbour should be as apparent as was Panagia’s. With her prayers, she has
done so many miracles. We can show our love by forgiving our neighbour, by
showing compassion, by proving that ‘we no longer live, but God lives in us.’

Let us live the warmth that our All-Holy Mother brings us, a Mother that wants to
see us inheritors of the Kingdom of God. Let us live her pain — pain she felt during
the Crucifixion of the Lord — but also her joy that she felt at the Resurrection, by
praying together at the divine services of Holy Week. Let’s show the love she
showed towards our neighbour, no matter what race and beliefs they have — all
people are God’s people! The Virgin Mary was from a Jewish family —and now she
is the Mother of all orthodox, the Mother of all people. Only in this way can we
know that, through her, “creation is recreated” — the whole point of tonight’s
service (and my poor words about the Theotokos).

Closing tonight, let us all pray from the depths of our souls that our Most-Holy
Theotokos helps us this Holy Week and cry out to her, “Rejoice, O Unwedded
Bride!”



